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RICHARD

/fl/ Yerre Mk l‘/(d?mn:

V‘/Imn the Jee Theatre of New Yotk hoson Riclard
Dhwyer ar the 2012 Annual Benclit Caly and
Performance in Ocsober, it will be highlighting a man who
racked op natlonal stles st various levels and has hadd &

62-plus vear career as a skating show war,
But, possibily even more impressive I that, at neady 77

[DOWYER

yuars old, Pwyer can stll do an Axel.

“1 sl akase almont every dar and | Jove e but @ doesn’
abwiys Jove me,” taughed Dwyer, who has been known 1o
sudienees 20 “Mr Debanals™ for over six decades. 1 have
wome apprebension doing the Asel now, bur when | dont
ek abour it 1oo much end fust do i 1 scem o be okay”
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wyers path 1o evontual competitive siccess and world
recugition begin exrly when be went co an lee Follies show
in 1943 warh his faonly,

My diael always Joved slasting,”™ be sald, “and he weanred s
kids 10 see whint the skaters In dhows did”

Quoe lee Folliss show was 2l it took and Dweer endad up
discomering whar be would dedicate his Hie w dotog

I bmedinely bved the challenrge of aslaring. Nabody
fadd 1o bz e 0o ger up ax § 2w g i the 1ink” Dwyer
waid

An scosmplished amatonr compesitoe, Dwyes won dhic
U8, Clamgrionships a5 a nowice and jumios After onc year
o the senior level, however, opporumity came knocking.
wrarityg @ tuxede with ks

1 bad been dhind behind Dick Bistom and Haves Jenkin
and | wanmed 10 sy amameur bus | wa preseoed with o greas
sppartunity” Dwyer sl "1 was o wough decivion, but |
benew | wan forrunace.”

In 1950 and emle 14 years old, Pwyer joined the o
tollies when he wan band-picked by Roy Shipsad, the
origlual “Debomaie” o fullow in his Gamoos mmedo when
Shigrstad terirad

"1 was skazing ar 2 camival in Chicago i T'NE and Gene
Kaessler, the spores eporter from the Sun- Times sewapaper
wiggenied 1 owear il and do @ iaheoff on Roys progrem,”
Dwyer mid "Roy encounged mu and whest he netieed |
inheritest the rofe”

Ad g0 the “Young Debonair™ war borm, 10 be lucer
renamed “ Fhe Debonrair™ smd, finally, “Mr Dicbanur ™

1wt s vertrngy, bt Rov would ger out on the ice wish me
ind be helped me remendomly. Por years afters he resinad, bie
stld picked all o ehe srussic | okated co, which woelesd Hioe for
e, They veere all great rommantic songs amd | led comforeshle
int theat pole” Diwver saiel, “1 love shar kind of [yrical nooic
sisd simoorly shazing”

Not thar going into skating shows St present some
husecd s

*1 hod comphered one year of high schoadl a3t Loveds High
which B 4 Jestir school i Los Angeles. My conchs anl parenes
said they didnt wane me going on the road if | couldny keep
g s whatever ciry we were in, | went 1 the Jocal Jewsis
sehool,” said Dwyer, who anended 26 dillerent igh schonls
while tourtng, “At some of the schools 1 was smarr and =1
sorme | waants bt | graduated with my clas in 19537

In addition 10 deating weio, or scconguniond
by several beautiful yoany Saters on bs aon, Dwyer abo
skarad pain with 13 differenr ladies during e Goe show
vears, Inchigliny World paies competitors, Susan Berens and
Dorothy Ann Nebon, and Olympsc pais gold medalise
Patlsars Wagsies

“Usmally whoever | was skanng warh was 2 big deal s the
udience would pu cruzy when theyd best her nooe and
theyd never even e my name when o was annosmesd,”
biughod Dwever, "Bt | joust bepe geesing backy. Al ol iy
partners were wonderful and beautiful and sldemal”

Diebomair he tnar be, bur sugietimes even sonooth slcazen
take a tumble

I think one of my mos memoble performances was
et atiphie when | was doing the swiing walts with Dojorhy
A, She had just won Natiomaly wath Pieter Rallun s sbe
was very papabas” Dheer wid, “When i came time for the
nidivnee m appland their favorite shating conple | skared by
wited there was Sontls Hende andd sha was clappang and poing
wild ... for ws! Nexr thing § knew | had Eallen znd wus sliding
acmnes the fee” Dwyver Laaghed. "I was e very graceful!”

B s 50Uy i the Joe Follies and for years in the
bee Capudes, Dwyer wonld ke 10 see the good of' iavs uf
exrravagmt skating shaws come hack i vopae

IF 1 had oodies of momey T4 bring back those big-show
productions,” Dwser winl Phats whar msule skating
popilar. People saw skaters doing the wing walix and they
coridd see themsedves dinktg it Amd dhie smsemble 2o were
w exciting: it did s much foc skatings populisity. Kids
thuughe, | want 1o geow up and be s purt of that, | want 10
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